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by BERNARD CHIKETO

THE land was rundown.
IUs setting heavenly.
Then came a vision. A
holiday home first. Then
an idea. Five villas. Born
in the quiet of the Covid-
19 lockdowns.

Now il stands: sixteen vil-
las. A sancluary. A dream
made real.

IU’s in a valley in the moun-
Lains. In Nyanga. Or may-
be Mutasa. Or both. It is
on the edge. A magical
spol.

The architecture is mod-
ern. The buildings are
stone. They are beautiful.
Symbolic. Capluring the
essence of Zimbabwe.
House of stone. The work
of a local stone mason. A
fine workman.

The stones came from the
property. Some from
neighbours. They were
formed here. They now
shelter its guests. They
never stopped Lo be part
of the valley.
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It opened almost a year ago. Nol vel
launched. Not fully complete. But soon.
Officials will come. They will open it. They
will celebrate.

It is a 40-hectlare estate. It sits astride a
river. In the mountains. A jet of water
sprays behind a weeping willow. A foun-
lain in a dam. Magic. The waler is still.
Three dams. One pond.

You cross a beauliful bridge Lo enter. Over
a dam wall.

On the dam Lo the right, you see wolfl
ducks. They move on the surface. Hunting.
They disappear below the surface. And
reappear. With fish on their beaks. En-
chanting.

On the left you start at the Mawuya
Lounge. Mawuya is Shona. It means wel-
come. This is the reception. They offer
tasty mocklails. Bul not their formulas. It’s
their little secrets. Afternoon tea is served
there too. A fireplace burns.

Water fountains are everywhere. They line
the path to Mawuya. It's impressive. It
makes you feel like royalty.

The heart of this place is Le Gomo Restau-
rant & Bar. It sits high up. The place is big.
Its roof is tall. The air is fresh. And cool.

There are four fireplaces here. For when it
is cold.
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Guests eal on the deck. The US-based
Mawoyo family was there. They ate with
the lake below them. The views turn food
intlo memory.

The Nyashanus are here loo. The diaspo-
ra comes here. They find home here.

The villas are private. Each has a plunge
pool. There are sixteen. They are quiet.

The terrain is beautiful. It is rugged. To
the elderly and the weak it can be a chal-
lenge. Bul there are goll carts. They lake
lested guests everywhere.

There is a Conference Centre. Business
happens there. The views of the confer-
ence rooms are of the peach orchard.

There are mountains in the horizon. They
are [ull of rocks. Covered in Miombo
woodlands. Nature is perfect. This place
makes people think clearly. It resels their
minds. It makes them see visions. Clearly.

Kiara Shumba is young. Beautiful. Smart.
Eloquent. She is the General Manager.
She loves the place. She glows when she
tells the vision. The story. The growth.
The fish farming in the dams. The fly-
fishing potential. The orchards. Agro-
tourism. Wellness. The healing sound of
waler. The renewing sight of water.
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They have a largel, she says. Luxury travellers. Those who love privacy.
Those who appreciale beauty. Those who value an escape.

There is no mobile network in the deep valleys. Cellphones find no boosters.
Itis a break. A time for family. A lime Lo enjoy the quiel. A lime Lo heal.

Bul there is free Wi-Fi. There are smart Lelevisions. You can slay connecled.
The choice is yours.

IU's not a jungle. A communily can be found here. At the Sports Pavilion.
Which sits by the lake. It is for privale events. For football matches. For
drinks. Even fine dining.

The conference centre is a little further up. Just before the children play
cenlre. Near the orchard with over 10,000 trees. Peaches. Neclarines.
Plums.

ruit picking is coming. Farm Lo lable. It is almost ripe.

For solemn times, there is a chapel. It is at the highest point. Weddings. Qui-
el thought.

The Khululeka Spa is not finished. It comes soon. Sauna. Steam room. Yoga.
Treatment rooms. It will complete the balance. Wellness. Agro-tourism. Hol-
iday. It will be done by year-end.

This is a story of growth. One home. Then five. Then ten. Now sixteen. Built
when the world was paused.

It is a story of faith. Soon officials will open it. It will be the story of luxury.
Of serenily. Of coming home.

IFor more information or Lo plan your escape, visil
www.mounlainlakesresortandspa.com.

Do you wanl your story Lo be told? Email bchikelo@gmail.com
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